Three charts on why | think we are still in the early days of the pandemic
and why I'm very pessimistic about the coming months.
Max Roser, twitter, June 5, 2020

1/ The number of daily new cases is rising continuously in many large countries.

Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases
Shown is the rolling 7-day average. The number of confirmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases; the
main reason for that is limited testing.
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2/ Confirmed cases are a fraction of total cases. Wide testing is required to confirm a large share
of total cases. But these — and many other countries — do not test very widely; the share of tests
that are positive is very high.

The share of daily COVID-19 tests that are positive, Jun 5, 2020

The figures are given as a rolling 7-day average.
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Source: Official data collated by Our World in Data OurWorldInData.org/coronavirus * CC BY
Note: Comparisons of testing data across countries are affected by differences in the way the data are reported. Daily data is interpolated for
countries not reporting testing data on a daily basis. Details can be found at our Testing Dataset page



https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1268996346746417152.html
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data-explorer?yScale=log&zoomToSelection=true&endpointsOnly=1&time=2020-03-04..&casesMetric=true&dailyFreq=true&smoothing=7&country=CMR~EGY~NGA~ZAF~ARG~BOL~BRA~CHL~COL~PER~PAK~IND~IDN~PAN
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/positive-rate-daily-smoothed?time=latest&country=ARG~BOL~BRA~CHL~COL~IND~IDN~NGA~PAK~PAN~ZAF

The share of daily COVID-19 tests that are positive. The figures are given as a 7-day average.

The share of daily COVID-19 tests that are positive, Jun 5, 2020 Our World

The figures are given as a rolling 7-day average.
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Note: Comparisons of testing data across countries are affected by differences in the way the data are reported. Daily data is interpolated for
countries not reporting testing data on a daily basis. Details can be found at our Testing Dataset page

3/ These countries — like many others — see confirmed cases rise despite being in lockdowns.
Lockdowns are very costly, socially and economically, and cannot remain for a very long time;
especially in poor countries.

Government Response Stringency Index vs. Biweekly change in confirmed O it
In Data
COVID-19 cases, Jun 5, 2020
— The Government Response Stringency Index is a composite measure based on nine response indicators including school
closures, workplace closures, and travel bans, rescaled to a value from 0 to 100 (100 = strictest response).
— The biweekly growth rate on any given date measures the percentage change in the number of new confirmed cases over
the last 14 days relative to the number in the previous 14 days.
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